December 14, 2022
The Brookston Town Council met in regular session with VP North absent. 
Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.  CM Hasser made a motion to approve minutes. Second was made by CM Thomas. Motion carried. 
Bills were examined on the Payable Voucher Form. CM Girard moved to pay the bills listed on the Accounts Payable Voucher Register. Second was made by Pres. Butz. The bills totaling $536,393.55 unanimously approved.
New Business:
Joe Rogers Director of White County Area Plan was present regarding A71 Amendment for battery storage facilities. Pres. Butz asked fire Chief Jason if they are warned before going on a fire run if there is battery storage. Jason replied normally no.  If approved this will be Ordinance #19-2022. CM Girard made a motion to accept Ordinance #19-2022 amending A71. Second by CM Thomas. Motion unanimous. 
Pres. Butz reports: 
· Hire Josh Kelly as new laborer to start January 3rd.
· Scott Robinson says the treatment plant is a mess. There were write ups that was never corrected.  He would like to get everything up to date. He feels Emmett needs training.  His rate will increase to $2,700.00 if stay on to do this. Council approved. Pres. Butz had the reports and forgot to bring it in. will bring it next meeting. If look into a grant to upgrade sewer system both at plant and slip line several areas.
· Emmett passed his DSS test will re-take the WT-3 test once he gets confirmation to do it.
· Met with REMC on contract agreement extension. REMC approved contract extension to 2029.
· After Economic Development meeting met with a couple commissioners asking for a commitment providing funding for any shortfall for new fire station. Asked timing on when ambulance service to come to Brookston. Looking at 2024. Fire department will operate as always. Paramedics will be firemen and ambulance and go out with fire department and help if needed at the Chiefs direction.
· Talked with Jill Mears, Town Trustee regarding the $125,000.00. She has the funds and has to do an additional appropriation. State told her they are real busy now, she would need to do the additional appropriation in January. Possibly get the money by February. Pres. Butz asked Jim Davis to meet with Firemen, Jill and council to explain exactly what the plans are on ambulance service.
· Salary Ordinance #18-2022 for 2023 was presented for approval. CM Thomas made a motion to accepted salary ordinance #18-2022 as presented. Second by CM Girard. Motion unanimous.
· Tom Bulington, owner of Crasian Brewery invited Joe over to check out his new location, hoping to open in December. They discussed the new pickle ball court and possibly Crasian Brewery operating a league.
· Engineer Ken Smith could not attend tonight and hope to have the fire station plans soon to look over.
· Would like to send out letters to the community of what has been done and what’s to come. Council approved the letter to be sent.
Eng. Ken Smith reports: none
Terry LaOrange reports: Congratulations to Pres. Joe getting REMC to extend contract agreement. Terry and Eng. Ken had a lot of conversations on the electric grant coming up. This needs to be submitted by December 16th and feel they will not have all the paperwork done by then and will be rushed and will apply for the next electric grant available in 2023 around December. This way they will have time to get everything together. Sent out cost of service study bids and received one back. Will re-send out again.
Clerk-Treasurer presented one insurance quote for the Town from Jeffries Brookston Insurance. CM Girard made a motion to accept Jeffries Brookston Insurance as presented. Second by CM Hasser. Motion unanimous. Clerk-Treasurer is to call Randy Jeffries to make sure electric equipment is covered in insurance, which is believed so.
Emmett Reports: Waugh building is done. Service line to Dollar General is in and ready to go. REMC here tomorrow hooking up the electric service to Dollar General. 2 danger poles to be changed out Friday the 16th, North of South St. CM Girard asked about pole behind senior housing. Emmett said there is one pole being changed out at Dollar General that is still good and will replace the bad pole with it. Will be working with Scott at treatment plant. Waiting for letter to re-take the WT-3 test.
Fire Chief Jason reports: Prairie will need to buy new fire truck. Town engine is getting old eventually will need to replace it.
CM Thomas asked if trailer court owners signed the agreement, the Town is not responsible for repairs on trailer park property. Clerk-Treasurer said no and emails were sent. Atty. George Loy said to send another email stating the agreement is to sign or Town will disconnect the water. Put on the email a certain date when it’s to be returned signed. Give them at least 15 days to sign and add Atty. George Loy to the email being sent.
Marshal Yeoman reports: Patrolled 765 miles; 1 disturbance; 2 vin checks; 2 traffic stops; 1 juvenile complaint; 11 other police services. CM Girard asked about all the cars still on the lot behind Sids place. Also the cars belonging to Sid parked on the street next to Town lot needs to be removed before the start of building the fire station. Troy will start working on getting the vehicles moved.
There being no further business, Meeting to be adjourned.  


Pres.                                                                                             Clerk-Treasurer

